
 

SJA Newsletter - Nov 5, 2021 
"Four things support the world: the learning of the wise, the justice of the great, the prayers of the 

good, and the valour of the brave."         -- Elizabeth Barrett Browning   
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A Message from our Head of School 

 

Dear Parents and Students 

I am delighted to inform you that we have appointed Dr John D’Arcy as our new Head of School. We 

will send you John’s bio after the holiday break. For now, rest assured that John, Ida, his wife, and 

their daughter Jade are very excited to be moving to Canada.  John will be starting January 1st and 
Jade will be joining us in the Grade 4/5 class.  

Without wanting to steal John’s thunder, I will briefly mention that he has an enormous amount of 

school leadership experience at some of the best international schools in the world.  Whilst 

contemplating the possibility of joining what I consider to be the best international school in  the 

world, John chose to accept our offer and join our school community.  I couldn’t be happier or more 
impressed with his appointment.      

On a somewhat lighter note, we also made a decision on our school mascot.  After consulting with 

both the Cowichan Tribes and the Malahat First Nation, we received their permission to use the 



Sasquatch name and image. We then held an election where a minority of our students and staff 

voted.  As we reflected upon the process, we decided we should resend the link to ensure everybody 

had the opportunity to have one vote. Although I was firmly in the Sea Wolves camp, I 

wholeheartedly support the process and will literally ‘hug the beast’ that is our school’s new mascot, 
the SJA Sasquatch!  

Have a fantastic, well-earned, and restful break. I am off to observe what promises to be a touching 

student-led Remembrance Day assembly.  Thank you for your continued support.    

 

 

Design with Ms. Julia 

Recently, the students took a break from digital design and spent some time taking items apart and 

inventing new things. The grade 8 classes brought in old electronics which they were able to take 

apart in the “breaker space” to see how things are made and how difficult it sometimes is to break 

them down into their components. This resulted in discussions about how difficult it can be to repair 

and recycle these items. Their upcoming unit on the Circular Economy allows students the chance to 

take parts of old items that may be lying around the home and breathe new life into them in their 
creations and inventions.  

The grade 9 classes spent some time on a mini design challenge producing inventive ideas using the 

UN Sustainability Goals for inspiration. Each group randomly chose a UN Global Goal, a client and a 

product to create. They then created a prototype of the product using some simple items. Some of 
the example inventions included: 

-- 

Global Goal: Life Below Water   



Client: Child (5-10 years)  

Product: Gadget  

Inventive idea: A remote controlled toy submarine with a net that makes cleaning up garbage from 
our bodies of water fun for kids.  

-- 

Global Goal: Affordable and Clean Energy  

Client: Scientist  

Product: Something that goes on a wall  

Inventive idea: A box that turns trash into energy. After people deposit their trash into 

the receptacle, it is turned into clean energy.  

-- 

Global Goal: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure  

Client: Scientist  

Product: Something with wheels  

Inventive idea: “Eco-truck" - A truck with solar panels along the roof used for transporting goods   

-- 

Global Goal: Climate Action  

Client: Small Business Owner  

Product: Something that is found in a public park  

Inventive idea: Plants potted in recycled plastic pots sold at public parks. They would be  priced 

low for all to access.  

-- 

Global Goal: Quality Education  

Client: University Professor  

Product: Gadget  

Inventive idea: “Help-itron” - An electronic pen created for students with learning disabilities or that 

are unable to write. It is voice activated and records the student’s thoughts enabling anyone to 
complete their assignments   

 

Ms. Julia 

Math and Design Teacher 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Grade 4/5 Field Trip  

 

On Thursday, the Grade 4/5 class spent the morning at the Shawnigan Lake Museum learning about 

the history of the area. In an effort to help save the environment, we decided to walk along the train 
tracks to the museum, getting a little wet from the rain in the process.  

The museum volunteers set up four stations with topics related to the E&N Railroad, logging and Old 
Mill Park, artifacts from years past, and the history of the land our school currently occupies.   

The old photos from our school property’s history was most interesting as we saw the old Strathcona 

Hotel that used to occupy the land, the bridge across the lake to the peninsula, the construction of 

our current campus, and all the past schools that have used our school grounds. It was amazing to  

see how the land has changed and to learn about all the people that have passed through Shawnigan 

Lake over the years.  

Students got to learn how Morse Code was used as a method of communication on the rail lines. As 

well we explored the importance of logging in the area and the construction of the Kinsol Trestle. 

Did you know that starting at the water’s edge of Shawnigan Lake, logging was originally permitted 

around the entire perimeter of the lake for one mile back from the shore? The photos of the mill  

where Old Mill Park is now are shocking to see how the area has changed from an industrial area to 
a peaceful natural park.  

We also got to see some antique and old tools that were used around the home, from a chamber 

pot (!) to a curling iron that was heated by flame.  



The museum is a fascinating glimpse into Shawnigan Lake ’s history and I’m sure the Grade 4/5 class 
would love to bring their families back to explore more of the artifacts!  

 

Mr. Josh 

Grade 4/5 Teacher 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Grade 8 Field Trip 

 

On Thursday, November 4th, the two Grade 8 Individuals and Societies classes made their way to 

Colwood and Victoria to experience and see how colonialism impacted Vancouver Island. Students 

toured Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse, noting the features of the 1895 fort and battlements, 

its location on the harbour, and what it protected or defended against. Students lunched at Totem 



Park and then toured The University of Victoria's Legacy Art Museum, where they were led on an 

educational treasure hunt of information. We would like to thank Kathy Zou for chaperoning the trip 

and Ana Martinez Shaw of the Tourism 12 class who arranged the tour as a class project.   

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

G. 11/12 Hiking Trip 

Today Mr. Travis led the grade 11 and 12 students on a hiking trip to Mount. Tzouhalem. It was nice 

to immerse ourselvles into nature after an intense week of study. Besides exercising, we also 

observed plants and fungi under Ms. Ashlee's guidance. Overall, it is awesome to combine academic 
subject and activities; I guess that's the charm of IB learning.  

 

Martina Xing 

Grade 11 Student 
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Grade 11 Students 

 

 



 

 

 



 

SJA Clubs 

MUN (Model United Nations) Debate 

MUN has concluded, and it was a success!  The following SJA students helped to make it a great 

event for all involved. Kevin Vu (Czech Rep./NATO), Sukey Robertson-Heggs (India/WHO), Erik Labbe 

(Canada/ECO-SOC), Nicholas Hardy (Denmark as Greenland/Arctic Council) and Bryan Mathews 

(Columbia/WHO). These students all put in over 18 hours of Zoom conferencing as delegates in their 

respective committees.  If you see these students around campus, please congratulate them! Also, a 

huge thank you to Mr. Dan for giving up his weekend to support these students.   

 

 



 

 

Sr. Girls Volleyball team 

The SJA Sr. Girls Volleyball team participated in its first competitive tournament last weekend. The 

girls played in several games against higher seeded teams in the league division. Despite facing 

tough competition, they showed great resiliency and teamwork, never giving up or getting down on 

themselves. Although they did not win a medal, they were voted by the other teams in the 

tournament as the "Most Sportsmanship-like Team," an honor that came with a Dairy Queen ice 

cream cake that they will enjoy during the team's season wind-up. This is such a special honor to 

receive at any sporting event, as it reinforces the fact that these girls are not just great volleyball 

players, but also great human beings who embody our school's core values in public.  Additionally, 

two of our players, Ponette Fitcher and Ana Martinez-Shaw, were awarded 1st and 2nd tournament 

team all-stars respectively. I am beyond proud of this team; their work ethic, positivity, and passion 

for the game are inspiring. Please join me in wishing them the best of luck at the Vancouver Island 

Senior "A" Girls Volleyball Championships in Duncan on November 12-13th. GO, SJA, GO!!! 

 

Ms. Burkie 



 

 

 



 

 

G.9 Art Remembrance Day Posters 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

G.10 Art Remembrance Day Posters 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



G.4 Art Remembrance Day Posters 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Cheer Team 

 

https://sway.office.com/YOM4I5t6J8Npf3mK#content=F5aLJogCTTRcPP 

Notice to SJA Parents 

Dear SJA families, 

Vaccine Consent Form  

Please send in your consent forms to Jenny at jenny.boomer@stjohnsacademy.ca for the Flu Vaccine 
Clinic. The deadline to submit is Tuesday, November 16th. 

Daily Health Check 

We have updated our Daily Health Check to match the newly updated British Columbia K-12 Health 
Check. Please see below our school's PDF quick answer chart.   

https://sway.office.com/YOM4I5t6J8Npf3mK#content=F5aLJogCTTRcPP


 

Save the Date 

We will be having a Scholastic Book Fair from November 24th to 26th in the school library. Parents 

are invited to attend Wednesday, Nov. 24th from 4:30pm to 7:30pm. Proof of vaccination required. 

The fair will also be available virtually on the same dates. Here is the link for the Virtual 

Fair:  https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5168037 Orders from the Virtual Fair ship free to 
the school, where parents/students can pick up their orders.  

 

Grade 12 Bottle Drive  
In collaboration with the house leaders and co-leaders, the Grade 12’s are having a bottle drive 

fundraiser to raise money for their grad. The drive will be taking place at St. John’s on Friday, 

November 26th.  We will also be opening an account at Fisher Road if you would prefer to deposit 

bottles there directly; more information to follow in a future newsletter. Please 

contact peter.salmon@stjohnsacademy.ca with any questions. Thank you for your support! 

https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5168037


Upcoming Important Dates 

 

November 8-12 Midterm Break - no school 

November 16 - Next FACES meeting, 9am. All parents and guardians are welcome to attend. FACES is 

our Families and Community Enrichment Society.  

The next SJA newsletter will be published November 19th.  

Contact Us 

2371 Shawnigan Lake Road, 

Shawnigan Lake, BC, V0R 2W5 

250-220-4888 

info@stjohnsacademy.ca 

admissions@stjohnsacademy.ca 

  

Visit us on the web at 

shawniganlake.stjohnsacademy.ca 

https://stjohnsacademy.ca/shawniganlake/


School Video: St. John's Academy Shawnigan Lake Video 

Campus School Video: Virtual Tour 

Follow us at  

Instagram/Facebook: Stjohnsacademyshawniganlake 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SO4Bt-MxT4
https://youtu.be/WRaSEhrddsQ

