St. John’s Academy Shawnigan Lake - Education Plan
What is the Education Plan?
St. John’s Academy is a growing
International Baccalaureate private
school nestled against Shawnigan Lake
on Vancouver Island. It intentionally
brings together both local and
international boarding students so that
all of our students have an enriching
and academically rigorous experience.
St. John’s Academy currently offers a
curriculum from grades 4 through 12.
There is a desire to expand the existing
campus to increase future capacity and
welcome additional students to the
campus for grades K through 12.
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We are currently engaging with
students, faculty, families and the
broader Shawnigan community to
gather ideas and feedback on a draft
conceptual plan.
Your feedback will be essential as we
prepare our application to the Cowichan
Valley Regional District (CVRD) later this
year. We appreciate your involvement
and hope you can follow our progress
along this exciting journey for the
school.

View of the proposed plan from the lake
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What We Heard & Core Objectives
We Heard You!
Since bringing the initial concept plan
to the CVRD in 2021, we have made
several key refinements to the plan in
order to reflect feedback we heard from
members of the community.
The refined proposal has a greater focus
on the following items:

Water &
Sewer

Size &
Scale

Traffic &
Mobility

Sustainable
Development

Lake & Shoreline
Interface

Core Objectives
In addition to addressing the concerns
shared by the community, the St. John’s
Academy team has developed the
following ‘core objectives’ to help shape
the refined proposal:

Improve
educational offerings
& add K-3

Meet growing
local community
needs

Improve
athletic
offerings

Improve
outdoor
activities/facilities

Improve
community access
to facilities

Expand
community-based
programming

Support opportunities for
cultural exchange &
international mindedness

Minimize
ecological &
hydrological impact
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The Education Plan Proposal
Proposal Highlights

Site Plan
N

The expansion is planned to
accommodate approximately 200
additional local students beyond
current school capacity, and will
be focused on academic, athletic
and learning facilities (classrooms,
gymnasium, and library).

The expansion of SJA will allow
for the addition of Kindergarten
to Grade 3 classes - ages where
the local public school system is
experiencing capacity challenges.

Parking & Community
Amenitiy

New Waterfront
Open Space

Existing Campus
(Grade 4-12)

Forest Retention &
Infrastructure Improvements
Proposed South
Campus

Currently there is no opportunity
for SJA to hook up to community
water and sewer. In the meantime,
SJA will expand and upgrade
its existing sewer system to the
highest provincial standards (Class
A), ensuring protection of the local
environment and lake and meeting
the needs of the expansion.

The project aims to deliver
community benefits, including
the provision of new waterfront
greenspace, and the use of school
facilities during non-peak times
for local and community-based
programming.

Current Campus
Proposed Additions
Rail Trail
Dorms
Academics / Facilities

Rendering of new indoor/outdoor gathering space

In addition to this process, SJA will be initiating conversations with the
Cowichan Tribes and Malahat in order to explore potential educational
partnerships.
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Community Partnerships
Community Partnerships
St. John’s Academy is committed to
developing meaningful and long-lasting
relationships with community partners
in and around Shawnigan Lake. This
includes exploring opportunities for
space-sharing, program support and
increasing community connections
on and around the Shawnigan Lake
campus.

What community partnerships and opportunities for local
collaboration should St. John’s Academy be exploring?

Some ideas we have heard from faculty,
students and community members
include: exploring field sharing
opportunities with the Easter Seal
Camp, low/no-fee rental of meeting and
collaboration space on campus for local
groups and organizations, and potential
partnerships with the local Cowichan
and Malahat Tribes.
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